A little bit about the family of Castoro de Oro. Because after all, Castoro de Oro Estate Winery is family owned and operated, so our family is part of the package. 
BRUNO KELLE 
Bruno Kelle, proprietor and winemaker was born in Tillsonburg, Ontario and was raised on a tobacco farm there; later Bruno helped his parents convert the tobacco farm to fresh culinary herbs. Bruno grew up farming ‘driving a tractor’ but he started a career in high tech sales and ended up living in Calgary. He is an amateur guitar player and can sometimes be heard around our winery playing classic rock n’ roll on his acoustic guitar. If you want to coax him into playing for you, the best way is to volunteer to sing along or ask Bruno for one of our assorted percussion instruments or guitars to accompany him. Bruno can most often be found out in the winery or the vineyard; often driving one of our beautiful, fully restored tractors, 1978 MF 245 and the little treasured 1962 MF 35, which is similar to what he drove when he was young.

STELLA SCHMIDT
Stella Schmidt, proprietor and assistant winemaker was born in Calgary, Alberta and was raised on land, which included a dog kennel where her father bred, trained, field trial campaigned, showed and boarded dogs. Stella spent the majority of her life in and around Calgary, and was in the bookkeeping business before the winery. Stella is often found in the wine shop telling jokes, happily answering winemaking questions or being ‘the music audience’ for Bruno. Stella is the personality behind the winery Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts and handles most of the business/marketing of Castoro de Oro Estate Winery so has to spend a lot of time in the office. If you bring a dog, and the wine shop isn’t insanely busy, don’t be surprised to find that she will want some snuggle time with your 4-legged, best friend.

WALNUT the WELSH TERRIER
We also have a great dog that lives at Castoro de Oro Estate Winery. Walnut is a purebred Welsh Terrier, born January 27, 2015 in Mission, BC and came to live at the winery at 10 weeks old. He is super people-friendly, so if you’re missing your dog because you left yours at home you might be able to get some affection from him. 

The “SIX PACK” of winery cats….

The four lady cats are Wisp, Chica, Roxanne & Minishoes and the two guy cats are Pepper & Tippy Too!

Some not so nice humans dumped cats at our farm a couple years in a row… we then involuntarily became a sort of rescue place for a couple years…. At our own expense (yikes!). We found homes for over 20 cats and kept six of them, all of which are now fixed and pampered pets. Our “six pack” will not allow any other cats to come around, so we are out of the rescue business, thanks be.

Cheers!
