
Maximizing Your Greens in Regulation: The Key to Lower Scores

Subheadline: Discover how understanding your approach distances can help you play
smarter and improve your greens in regulation percentage.

Last Week’s Recap: Understanding the Shank

Last week on BrynParryGolf.com, we dove deep into one of the most dreaded mishits in
golf—the shank. We dispelled the common myths and pinpointed the actual cause: hands
being closer to the ball at impact than at address. If you missed it, we highlighted the
importance of focusing on your setup and included some practical drills to help eliminate this
issue from your game. The article has been well-received, and we’ve seen a great
discussion happening on social media. If you haven’t read it, click here to check it out.

Optimizing Your Approach: Making the Most of Your Shots

Golf is often called a game of inches, but it’s also a game of percentages. As an average
14.1 handicap golfer, understanding your green in regulation (GIR) percentages by distance
can provide you with valuable insights that could shave strokes off your scorecard.

When you're inside 100 yards, your chances of hitting the green are significantly higher, with
a 62% success rate from 50-74 yards. However, as you move further from the green, those
percentages drop dramatically—to just 36% from 125-149 yards and a mere 5% from over
200 yards. This stark difference highlights the importance of working on your short game and
approach shots.

Why Distance Matters

Understanding the distance you're playing from and your GIR percentage for that range can
guide your course management strategy. If you're often leaving yourself long approach
shots, it might be time to reassess your tee strategy or work on your long irons. On the other
hand, if you're consistently within 100 yards but missing greens, focusing on your wedge
game could lead to immediate improvements.

Practical Tips to Improve Your GIR

1. Dial in Your Wedges: Spend extra time practicing shots from 50-100 yards. Focus
on consistency in your swing and controlling your distances. Trackman data can be
beneficial here, offering you precise feedback on your ball flight and distance control.

2. Work on Long Iron Accuracy: For those more challenging, longer approach shots,
developing a reliable long iron or hybrid shot can save you strokes. Consistency in
your setup and swing mechanics is critical.

3. Course Management: Instead of constantly pulling out the driver, consider playing to
your strengths. Laying up to a comfortable yardage where you know your GIR
percentage is higher can be a more thoughtful play.



4. Get Professional Help: Sometimes, all it takes is an expert's eye to identify areas for
improvement. Whether it’s your technique, equipment, or mental approach, a
professional lesson can make all the difference.

Key Takeaways:

● Shorter approach shots drastically increase your chances of hitting greens in
regulation.

● Improving wedge and long iron accuracy can significantly lower your scores.
● Intelligent course management, including knowing your strengths, can improve GIR

percentages.

Call to Action

Ready to take your game to the next level? Follow me on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook
for daily tips and updates. If you're serious about improving, why not book an online lesson
with me on the Skillest app? Click here to book now.


